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. . .THE .
PREFACE

THE SIXTH EDITION. .

Nzwzury, May 2, 1808,

T is now nineteen years since the calamities, which
continue to afflict Europe, had their beginning ; nor
is there yet any appearance of their soon terminating in
the tranquil scenes of peace and security. Instead of this,
every thing portends their increase and wider range.
Revolutions, and the most astonishing changes in things,
both civil and religious, continue to proceed, with an
accelerating rapidity, from kingdom to kingdom, from
Europe to Asia: and surely they must be devoid of all
reflection, as well as of all piety, who perceive nothing of
the finger of God in all these tremendous occurrences.
And would it not be very extraordinary, if, in such
times as the present, none were to be found, amongst all
the thousands of our clergy of different denominations,
and other learned and pious Christians, to turn their atten.
tion to the sacred prophecies, and attempt their illustra.

' tion by the uncommon events which are every year and

month rapidly succeedmg each other? It is, indeed, too
true, and much to be lamented, that multitudes, not only
among the illiterate and irreligious, but among the mi.
nisters of religion, and those who talk the most about
vital Chnstlamty, are much prejudiced against the study
A2 )
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- of the prophetic writings, and against all application of
their contents to present events, however extraordinary
or awful : and drowsily ask, Cui bono? Yet we have to
thank God, that this stupifying prejudice, and awful apa-
thy, are not universal : there are a few who have not been
ashamed to blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound the ne-
cessary alarm, however great the ridicule they have had
to encounter. '

The French revolution—peculiar in its aspect—had
not made much progress, before many began to suspect
that that great and finishing scene. of God’s judgments
was disclpsing, of which the scripture prophecies speak
so thuch ; and in which are to be overthrown all those
Antichristian systems, civil and ecclesiastical, which have
so long been opposed to genuine Christianity, hindered -
its benign effects, and occasioned, under the mask of the
-Christian religion, so much affliction to the church of
-God, and so much hypocrisy and wickedness, misery and

-bloodshed, in the world. When the French monarchy '
and church fell, in ninety-two, and the angry nations (Rev.
'xi. 13, 18.) began the violent conflict in which all of them
have been-either dashed to pieces or sorely injured, then,
that which had been only a suspicion, increased to confi-
dence, a confidence which has been continually strength-

“ening, as events have proceeded from that time to the
present. : '

From the first moment of the French revolution, my
own mind was deeply impressed with an awful apprehen-
sion of what was coming; and when the nations began to

“shew their anger, I felt deeply for my country, fearing
the danger into which -evil counsels might plunge her.
Insufficient, therefore, as I felt myself; I thought it right’
to hazard, not only the sneers and ridicule, which they
who apply the scripture prophecies to passing events
must always expect, but even more than these: I thought
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it a daty, to hazard all that obloquy and’ persécution,
with which. the ignorant, the illiberal, and infatwated,
pursue those who oppose - their measures—and to which
the advocates of peace and liberty were, at that period of
peculiar delusion, unusually exposed-—and publish to my
countrymen those reflections, which had led me to con-
clude, that the.nations were approaching an awful crisis;
that a storm was gathering, which was likely to overwhelm
in ruin all who exposed themselves to its conflicts, - That
my feeble voice has been'no more heard, or attended to,
is no great matter of surprise; but that my countrymen
* have been blinded to their interest, either by their own
prejudices and folly, or by the sophistry of their deceivers,
and deluded to take the part they have, is, in my opinion,
a matter of deep regret ; that, warned as they have been,
from the hour of the great reformation from popery, of
what was some time to be expected, as to the fate of
Antichristian church and kingdoms, they have not heen
aware of the hand of God extended to punish his enemies
and the enemies of mankind ; nor keard the rod, (-Micah,/
vii. 9.) nor him who hath appointed it ; is indeed matter of
great concern,.and indicates, I fear, serious consequences :
consequences, which appear now, more than ever, rapidly
approaching. In contemplation of the attack to be made
on Babylon the great, God, in mercy, uttered this warn-
_ ing, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers:
of ker sins, and. that ye recevve not-of her plagues. But, if
we have net despised it, we have certainly been criminally
inattentive to it. If we had not, we should never have
united ourselves with papal despots, in defence of those
ancient reigning families of Europe, and for the presers
vation of that old order of things, which the word of God,
. .on account of the sufferings and blood of saints and mar- -
tyrs, has certamly doomed to perish by the most exem.
A3 :
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plary judgments.— He that leadeth into captivity, shall go
 tnto captivity ; he that killeth with the sword, must be killed
with the sword. Rev. xiii. 10.—The belief of which we
profess as Protestants, and of which, whatever excuse
there may be for the multitude, it was criminal in the
higher orders—and especially in those to whom was in-
trusted the instrugtion of the nation and the direction of
its councils—whether of the clergy or laity, not to be
aware, and act accordingly: for it needed neither the
" spirit of prophecy, nor any thing besides sound principles
and a disinterested and dispassionate attention, to disco-
ver, from the first movements of the French revolution,
that it was neither the interest nor the duty of a Protes-
tant people, attached to civil .and religious liberty, to
make 2 common cause with papistical despots, in defence
of thrones and altars all over stained with the blood of the
best friends of liberty and true religion—the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus, whose cries for vengeance would have
- résounded in our ears, if we had been alive, as we ought
to have been, to the sympathies of men connected by
common principles. But, corrupted by prosperity, and
utterly forgetting our principles as freemen and Protes-
tants, neither the sin nor the danger of drawing the sword
in defence of Antichristian corruptions and oppressors,
was perceived, and we committed the fatal mistake of
being active when we ought to have stood still, and of
enlisting on the side of a party which we ought to have
shunned. In spite of events, which have uniformly con-
tradicted all political calculations, some are sstill blind to
" our fatal folly ; but there are now, when it is too late,
many more who percexve it t.han are forward to acknow-
‘ledge it.
" What the issue, as- 1t respects this country particularly, -
will be, no one can say. The prospect is dark and terri-
. fying,—That God may shield our country by his special
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- of that impious and bloody tribunal the Inquisition : the

PREFACE. , | vii

| prbtcction,( and Bring us to repentance by dispensations of

mercy, and not of wrath, is the prayer of every good
man, whatever his opinion of public measures, or however

faint his hope!

Since the following sheets were sent to the press, we
have received intelligence of some very important transe
actions on the continent. The French have seized on the
lands of the church ; and, on the second of February, again
took possession of Rome ; reduced the pope to the hum-
bled exercise of his spiritual functions, and dismissed in
peace the cardingls and prelates to their several countries
and homes. To what farther humiliations of zke man of
sin, and to what farther changes in ecclesiastical affairs,
this may be the prelude, remains to be seen.

Spa.m has also been the scene of very interesting occur-
rences, How long the Bourbons may be suffered to retain

the shadow of authority they still exercisey cannot be said,
. but the probability is, that the entire subversion ofs that

stapid and intolerant government is very near. No changg
here, any more than in the neighbouring kingdom, can
possibly be for the worse. Should a new dynasty and the
Napoleon Code be here soon imposed, although there will

‘i)robably be much to execrate, yet there will bé reasons,

both on the score of humanity and religion, for congratus
lation. There will, at least, be an end put to the all.
destroying power of the priesthood, and to the last remains

~

prospect of which must excite joy in every truly Protes-

' tant heart, whoever the instrument that Providence may

employ to effect it. . The French ruler will doubtless ex-

act payment for the happiness which he promises to con~

vey to Madrid ; but, if conscience be set free, and an

opening be made to lét in a portion of that light, which it

bas been one of the chief labours of the Spanish, as well
A4

. . o~
e it o ST e T
— . - . -



~

viu PREFACE,

as of the Portuguese govermment, to exclude ; the wealtl
of their churches and monasteries, their bishops and arch~

bishops,—if it be true that to get understanding is rather .

to be chosen than silver—will be well disposed of. Spain and
Portugal may be considered as being to Napoleon what

Egypt was to Nebuchadnezzar, who bad served a bard.

service, and to whom, as a reward, God promised to give
the land of Egypt, that he might take her spoil, and take
her prey, to be wages for his army. Ezek. xxix, 13—20.%

* June 3d. So rapidly does one great event succeed another, that

it is difficult to keep pace with them. It uppears, by an article from
Rome, that farther and more decisive steps have been taken by the
French ruler to bring to an end the empire of the church. The Sacred
College has been entirely dissvlved, and the French minister has quitted
the papal court. The' pontiff endeavoured, by protests, and by issuing
his commgnds to the several cardinals not to leave Rome, to resist this
overthrow of his power, but in vain.

The King of Spain has resigned his sceptre in favour of Bonaparte;
and which has been acceded to by the Prince of Asturias, and the other
members of the Spanish branch of the race of Bourbons, who have
agreed to retire into private life, as the subjects of the Emperor of
the French! -

Thus, as preparatory——we may hope—to being hrought to the Lnow-
ledge and practice of a purer Christianity than has hitherto prevailed,
that kingdom which may be considered as the ninth Aorn of the Roman

Beast is reduced and breaking to pieces.—An awful warning to the tenth!"
—Certainly, the very extraordinary rapidity with which great hational - -

calamities and revolutions have succeeded each other, in the course of
the last three or four years particularly, is enough to alarm the stoutest
heart, that retains any belief in the providential governmént of God.
But, alas! however awful or rapid the strokes of . providential vengeance
~=fot, from Providence they come, whoever are the instraments to in~
flict them—yet, little effect is produced on the- general feeling of this
sel{ confident country; and, as Protestants, all sects and parties are
dead asleep! All are preaching and dispating about the several little
peculiarit'ieé which divide them, but scarcely one warnihg voice is

heard; and the great parting command of our Redeemer—Watcn— °

fs too little attended to by any of us! Whether the fig-tree be shooting
JSorth o not; few seem to think or care about. ,
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Sweden is attacked, or threatened, on every side, and
the overthrow of another kingdom is to be expected.
_ Preparations for partitioning Turkey are proceeding
undisturbed. The Porte seems stupified with terror; and
though this country is kindly disposed to yield them assist-

' ance, it is feared we can afford them po effectual aid; but -
they must come to their end es foretold (Dan. xi. 45.)

without any being able to help them. .
Fresh proofs also appear of some secret designs of the

French ruler, relative to the destiny of the Jews. Bya

decree, dated March i5th of this year, the Jews of the
conscription are required to perform personal service,
and are not allowed, like other Frenchmen, to find sub.
stitutes. Thus, heis pursuing the strongest measures to
oblige the Jews to become soldiers. He has lately, also,

ordered the best possible estimation to be made of their .
numbers, both in Europe and Asia: doubtless with a view

to promote the purposes of his ambition : for it is impos-
_sible to suppose, from his character, that all his transac-
tions with this people, and the interest he seems to take
in their concerns, can be without meaning, or withont
some adequate design.

Such is the magnitude of the events which for years
have occupied the attention of mankind, that the appro-
. priation, or rather seizure, of the church plate, in several,
of the countries under the control of Bonapatte, to en-
" able him and his allies, as it is said, to send their armies
to Hindostan, to drive us from our possessions there, may

be thought scarcely worthy of notice. However, it isa .

link in the chain of prophecy. It is another step towards
making tke whore desolate and naked. Rev. xvii. 16.

Bat, although these transactions—these new appear..

ances in the constantly moving scene—as parts of the
great wholé which is operating the dissolution of the

LR 4 Tt
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European republic and the final ruin of the apostate
church, cannot fail of deepening, on thoughtful minds,
the impression of what is fast approaching; yet, they are
" neither so decisive, nor unanticipated, as to render it ne-
cessary to detain the reader by many reflections on them
here. But there is one remarkable trait in the temper of
the present times ; glanced at, indeed, before, but which
seems deserving of particular notice. Although in former
times—even in the last century—there were so many,
both in the established church and out of it, to sound the
alarm, and warn the people against the delusions and
. crimes of Antichrist ; although hundreds of volumes have
been written, and thousands of sermons preached, con-
cerning the enormities of Babylon the great; about the
- predicted fall of Rome, and of the syrannical Romish
church ; and although, from the Reformation to the pre-
sent time, prayers have constantly been offered in all our
churches for the downfall of the papal power; yet, now,
when the time is come, and the nations begin to hate tAe
whore, and make her desolate ; now, when one persecuting
kingdom and government after another is falling, and the
papal authority itself is all but annihilated ; Rome and its
territory violently taken possession of, by those once most
devoted to her interest; and the haughty pontiff, who
" wsed to trcad on the necks of kings, whose bulls shook
‘kingdoms, and whose nod was enough to set nations in a
blaze, is reduced to the lowest state of humiliation, hav-
ing nothing left him but the shadow of his former spiritual
fanctions ; now, when this insolent pontiff is treated as an
usurper, his college of cardinals driven from Rome, and -
every corner of the kingdom of the beast is rapidly filling
with darkness, scarcely a word is to be heard from these
who ought to be the first to discern the signs of the times,
that may lead us to suspect that these things at all indi-.
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cate the accomplishment of those predictions, about which
so much has been written and said. Now, when the judg«

ments of God are made mranifest, and he is avenging the
~ cause of his oppressed church, searcely a mouth is opened
to give him glory, or hardly any sensation is produced,
unless of regret, and of indignation aghinst the instru-
ments that Ged sees fit to employ. It is next to treason
to talk of Antichrist, unless you transfer the character to
infide! France ; and to ascribe those calamities which now
desolate the nations, and lay low #he kings of the carth
(Isa. xxiv. 20~22.) to the retributive justice of God ; or
to consider them as the accomplishment of the sacred
prophecies ; is stigmatized as wild enthusiasm. We know
not how to distinguish between the crimes of the instru-
ments and the equity of Providence; and therefore our
passions impel us to take part with the destroyers of the
earth, (Rev. xi. 18.) and to mingle in a temper, which, if
we were wise, we should do every-thing to avoid ; lest,
haply, we be found fighting against God ; for though the
instruments may be wicked, yet God is just; and we
might be sure at the first glance, if we would reflect dis.
passionately, that what is passing is no common work,
nor likely to have a common issue.

Although theauthor does not suppose, that what will
be found in"the following pages is perfectly free from
mistakes, yet he has candidly acknowledged such formet
ones as, either by his own more mature reflections, or by
the assistance of others, he may have discovered; and has ‘
endeavoured to correct them.

The most material alteration which will be found in this
edition respects the beast whick ascended out of the bottoms -
less pit, and issaid in Rev. xi. 7. to have made war against
the witnesses, and ta have kilked them, when abont to finish
their testimony,. Seeing, thet whew I first wrote on this
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subject, [ concluded, as l do now, that the fenth part of the
city, which fell in fAe earthquake (ver. 13.) was France ;
and, consequently, that the street, or the platea, of the
&reat cily, where the witnesses lay dead three days gnd a
half, and that all which'is found from ver. 8th to ver. 13th’
inclusive, must be referred to the same country; and see-
ing that I also understood the second beast in chap. xiii.
which persecuted and killed the men who would not wor-
ship the first beast and his image, to signify the French
tyranny, I hence concluded also that tke deast in chapter
the 11th and 7th must signify the same monster.* But in
making this conclusion I have, for some years, thought
myself not justified ; and in my last edition of The Destsny
of the German Empire (p. 92,) attempted to offer a more
satisfactory explanation.

Although I have no doubt, but that the whole scene of
the witnesses lying dead three days and a half, their resur-
gection, &c. from ver. 8th to ver. 13th, is laid in France;
yet there is reason to believe, that what is said. of the.
persecutions of the beast in the seventh verse, is a concise.
prophecy of the general persecution carried on against
the wntnesses,. towards the close of their 1260 years sack-
" cloth-prophesying, by the papistical party, through all

the beast’s empire; for, their. entire suppression was
' effected about the same time, in all the popish domi-
nions, Bat, as representing the exact time of their lying
_ dead, their resurrection, and concomitant circumstances, in
" every ons, or in several, of the kingdoms, could but bave
created confusion, and as it was suﬂicient for authenti-

T . It appears that Archbishop Usher was of opinion that the twe
witnesses were to be slain, not by the pope, but by the kings of France,
Tt is likely that he was led into this mistake~—if it be one—much in the -
same way ag myself; s far, at least, as relates to the street, or tenik
part, of the city. SeeIllustrations of Prophecy, p. 100
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cating the prophecy, to give a scene of these in one of the
kingdoms, France appears to have been preferred ; for
what reason we are not obliged to account before we be-
lieve, It might be because this was, in many respects,
the chief of all the papal kingdoms, the platea, the forum,
or the chigf street of public resort and elegance; and
because, from the first breaking out of the light of refor.
mation, it had been the most remarkable scene, both ‘of
the actjvity and of the sufferings of the witnesses, from the
reign of Louis VII. about A.D. 1170, when Waldus, and
the Pauperes de Lugduno first taught at Lyons,‘ ¢ that
only the Holy Scripture is to be believed in matters per-
taining to salvation ; that there is but one mediator, Jesus
Christ; and that the usurpations of the pope are not to
be acknowledged,” * till they were slain by the tyrant °
Louis XIV, A. D, 1685. It might also be, because, here
they .were first to be restored to life, and because this
country was to be-the theatre of the most interesting
events, and to”act a most important: part, in the scheme
of the Divine Providence, at the time of their.resuscis
tation, R o .
Besides a Secand Appendiz, consisting of thoughts sug+

gested by the progress of events, and the 'presént awful
state of things, many notes are now, added, for the further
. illustration of the subjects discussed. And seeing that the
several parts were originally published at. different times, -
and having supposed when I wrote each part that that
would be the last, I was induced, for the sake .of connec.
tion, to embrace some subjects which.had not much en.
. gaged my attention, and which ¢oming afterwards to be
more pa.rticnlar]x. considered, occasioned redundancies,
This blemish—as well as that of discrepances—I have’
endeavoured to remove as much as possible, as well in

# Status Ecclesiz Gallicanz, p. 96.

L)
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this edition as in the former ; and hope the whole will
now be found more uniform and correct, as well as more
interesting to the reader.

Should any one think that the author ought not to have
confined his corrections so much to expository matter,
but have extended them also to the spirit and style of
many passages, where, some may think, a too sanguine
expectation appears to have got the better of judgment,
and the character of the French revolution and revolu-
tionists to be set teo high, I might plead in excuse for
any blemishes of this kind, that it was early in the pro-
gress of the French revolution, when all was agitation and
hope, that I commenced writing on these subjects, and
was, for aught I know, the first who wrote on them at
any length, and therefore some allowance ought to be
.made; though warmth and hurry should, in some in-
stances, not only have occasioned some too unqualified
expressions, but even induced deception ; yet I shall only
-say, I wrote as I thougbt and felt at the time, and though
some things might have been more accurately and coolly
expressed, yet I think I should be mare likely to spoil
than mend, by attempts at correction, and that the reader
bas .a right to them as they are; only recollecting that
though I may, now and then, amidst the astonishment and
agitation of the times, have forgotten to guard sufficiently
against ﬁeing nlisunderstood, yet, I certainly never con-
sidered ¢¢ the miscreants and cut-throats” who mingled in
the tumults of the French revolution, and who at length
got the ascendency, as the genuine witnesses of God:
though I believe them to have been the executioners of
his wrath, and the proper instruments which Providence
employed to avenge on a merciless government, an im-.
pious priesthood, and a thoughtless cruel people, the
blood of the innocent martyrs of Jasus.

- 2
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" Among the notes will be found the most essential parts
of my reply to Mr. Faber’s objections in his Dissertation -
on the Prophecies. His Answer to my Reply made its
appearance after I had prepared the following sheets for

- the press. But wishing every one t6 think and judge for

himself, and seeing no good likely to result from an ex-
tended discussion—there being no question or subject,
however plain and simple, if ot capable of a mathemati-
cal demonstration, but may be disputed, and be clouded
by ingenious objections——1I have not retraced my labours
to encounter every new objection. And I have the rather
desisted from further trespasses on the reader’s time, be-
cause there are no new objections that seem of conse-
quence, but what are anticipated in some of the notes,
which are already sufficiently numerous and extended.
Many, most certainly, could have fulfilled the task here

undertaken with much greater ability; but the author
has written as he thought, fearless of opinion, and has the
pleasure to reflect, that he has endeavoured, in the best
manner he was able, to discharge what he considered as
his duty, and hopes—ymatever the imperfections—that
his efforts to illustrate tM® word and providence of God,
and to smooth the way to the study of the prophecies,
may be of some use to the pious inquirer, who, amidst
the darkness and tempest which surround him, is anxiously
asking, Watchman, what of the night 2%

_ And here let, me be permitted to observe, that although
I have discovered, and endeavoured to correct, some mis-
takes and inaccuracies in my first opinions-on the subjects
discussed in the following pages, yet these were such as
related more to times and circumstances, than either to
the great realities of the subjects inyestigated, or to the

* Jsa. m 11,
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probable issue of the revolutions and commotions which
shake the nations, none of them being of such a nature
or magnitude, as af all to affect the main arguments; and
after fifteen years observation on what has been passing
on the political stage of Europe, and attentive reflection
on the stbjects which I have endeavoured to illustrate, I
am maqre than ever confirmed in all the most essential
ideas at first entertained. But, -though my confidence is
become so confirmed, yet I am sure I shall not be mor:
tified, but obliged, if any one can demonstrate, by argu-
ments and facts, that my whole scheme of interpretation,
my conjectures and fears, are all delusive. It is not
enough to raise objections about the keads or horns of this
beast or that, and such like minutie ; or for a reviewer to
pick up two or three detached sentences and hold them
" up o ridicule: prove that France cannot, or is not likely
- to be, that sipeet of the great city in which the witnesses
were to lie dead three days and a half—that it cannot be
that fenth part of the city which was to fall by a political
earthquake—that there are no grounds for concluding that
the French revolution .was that ggrthquake, nor that the
restoration of oppressed men toﬁa exercise of their rights
may be the predicted political resugrection of the witnesses,
(Rev. xi. 3—13.)—demonstrate, from scripture and the
nature of the thing, that it is altogetber fanciful te sup-
pose that the combination of kings, and the wars and
calamities which have succeeded the fall of the tyranny of
the Capets, are the realization of the anger of the nations,
and of that wratk which fell upon the destroyers of the
earth at the sounding of the seventh trumpet, (ver. 18.)—
prove, that all our conjectures have been contradicted by
the facts of fifteen years; thatkingdom after kingdom has
not fallen ; that Pope and Turk, and all the old, corrupt,
and tyrannical systems, which have for ages been the
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scourge of the church of God, have not been rapidly
hastening to ruin—rapidly overturning—as was asserted
would be the case if the French revolution were the event
supposed ; ;—demonstrate all this, and our fears will v‘anish,
and we will candidly acknowledge our error. v
It is allowed, that not all which is predicted, by a great
deal, is yet accomplished, but if any think the believers in
the present fulfilment of the prophecies deluded, let them
exercise their benevolence in attempts to undeceive them.
Let them shew us that the state and aspect of affairs is al-
together in contradiction to the expectations entertained
by the weak believers in prophecy, and promulgated to
the disturbance of men’s peace—that there is no appear~ -
ance of the breaking to pieces of the civil and ecclesiasti-
cal systems of those corrupted Christians, who have made
zoar with' the Lamb, (Rev. xvii. 14.)—that there are no
_circumstances existing in the affairs of the Christian na-
thnS, of the Jews, or of the Turks, but what indicate
that all things will continue to proceed-as in ages past—
let Great Britain realize her good intentions, and deliver
Europe from the scourge which Providence has appointed
for its affliction, and buikd up agzin the walls of Babylon,
which are broken down, and then we will shat the book,
and candidly confess ourselves deceived. But, whilst
convulsions and ruin continue to proceed from nation to
nation, and unbelievers produce nothing but scoffs instead
of arguments, or confine their animadversions to minute -
- questions of little comparative importance, we must still
entertain all the fearful apprehensions which the- first
“shocks of these convulsions produced, and believe, that
« there are serious grounds to expect that the hour is at
hand, when the last stone of Babylon will be razed, and
she shalt be found no more at all ; when the Jews will find
Aa
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mercy, and there will be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation.

Oue principal object, in publishing these thoughts on
the fulfilment of the prophecies, is to evince the divinity
of the holy scriptures, and aid the faith and piety of the
weak and wavering. Though, as to the particulars,
God’s accomplishment of his word is, generally, in a way
unthought of by men—for kis way s in the sea—yet, if
the issue of things, on the whole, should be such as we
expect, then the men, who, so long ago, drew the picture
from which we form our judgment—though that judgment
be imperfect—must have been holy men of God, inspired
by his spirit; and our scriptures are of divine authority.
Should it prove otherwise, future events will illustrate
the truth of God’s word ; and the author is willing, for
the peradventure of being useful, to hazard all the re-
proach which might be thought due to disappointed
illusions. :

However, thus far, every thing which has happened,
tends to make it more and more probable, that whatever
mistakes may have been made in minor matters, yet, that
the general impression, as to what is coming on this gene-
ration, is not a mere illusion of the fancy. Infidels, for a
while, may scoff, and the generality of Christians may
continue to say, ¢ What good is to be expected from
attention to the prophecies?”’ but such awful miseries are
likely to pursue them, as will make them see the hand that
is lifted up. Isa.xxvi. 11. .

Whatever sufferings await us, may we be prepared to
meet.and improve them! That, repenting of our sins, the
days of wrath may be shortened! That the rage of the
nations may be rebuked, and a merciful Providence say to
the devouring sword, It is enough, return to thy scabbard.
Instructed by tho Gospel, and by bitter experience, may

i
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mankind be better taught their duty and interest, and’
peace on earth, and good will to men, be soon proclaimed

through all nations ; and i;nion and kind officcs succeed

to dissencions and devastation !—That, it may please the
Great and Merciful Parent of all, by his blessing, to
make this humble attempt to serve the interests of Reli-
gion and Humanity, of some use in forwarding the
realization of these wishes of all good men, is the most
sincere prayer of

. THE AUTHOR.
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I have told you, bafore it come to pass, that when it is come to pass gsmlgh:
belicve. : ' . JESUS,

Babylon the Great is fallen, is fallen | Come out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For
her sins have reached unto heaven, and Goo hath remembered her iniquities.
Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and fae

mine. , ) Rev. xviii. 2. 8.
" Be ye ready: forin such an hour a1 ye think not the Son of Man cometh.
- JESUS.
~
————
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ADVERTISEMENT

THE FIRST EDITION.
———————1

NEewsURrY, Jan, 19, 1793.

ISTORY no where informs us of any event so extra-

ordinary as the late revolution.in France. If viewed
on all sides, with its attending circumstances, by an atten-
tive and unprejudiced eye, it must surely excite the great-
est astonishment ; and those who have been used to unite
in their minds the providence of God with human occur~
rences, (whether they approve of this great change of
things or not), cannot heﬁ) inquiring, Is this from men,
or is it from God? Is it one of those commotions pro-
duced by the conflicting passions of men, that rise and

sink, and are soon forgottén; or is it one of those events -

which mark the great ®ras of time, and from which ori--
ginate new orders of things !—If the latter, it is undoubt-
edly the theme of prophecy.

Appearances ingicate that this will be a fatal stroke to
the Papal usurpations, and to the reign of despotism.
Those prophecies, therefore, which direct our hopes to
that interesting period, when all Antichristian tyrannies
are to perish, deserve, at this time, peculiar attention.
But where shall we find a clue to guide us in our inquiries?
The author of the following thoughts consulted commen- -
tators the most generally approved, on the Prophecies of
Daniel and the Revelation of John. He found much to
edify and to excite curiosity, but was still in the midst'of
a wilderness. At length he was determined to commit
himself to his own investigations, and explore these re-
gions of wonders, without placing implicit confidence'in
any guide, .

A serious application to the ‘stidy of the prophecies,
and an attentive observation of the signs of the times,
have produced in my mind the strongest persuasion, that «
the utter downfal of the Papacy, the final overthrow of
despotism, the restoration of the Jews, and the renovation
of all things, are near at hand ; and that every year will
astonish us with new wonders. As the days of &oe were,

. i
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so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. - For as in
the days that were before the flood, they were eating and
drinking, and marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not
until the flood came and took them all away, so shall also the

coming of the Son of man be.”* From this persuasion -

arises the indispensable duty of calling the attention of
mankind, with peculiar earnestness, to the things which
belong to their peace. Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and
sound an alarm in my holy mountain : let all the inhabi-
tants of the lund tremble ; for the day of the Lord cometh,
JSor it 1s migh at hand.” § . E
I know what an author, who writes on subjects like
these, has to expect. But my heart tells me, that I pub-
lish these thoughts with the purest intentions, and that
my only aims are to serve the interests of Christianity,
to promote the welfare of my countrymen, and the com-
:amon cause of humanity, by 1nviting men to consider the
signs of the times ; that, as individuals, and as a nation, we
may examine our ways, repent, and r¢form ; that thus the
Divine displeasure may be averted, and that constitution,
which has secured to this empire so many blessings, to
which most other nations are strangers, may be purified
and strengthened, and by these means be continued to
our posterity. I do therefore most fervently pray, that
God may succeed this feeble attempt, and bless us, and all
men, with' peace,.

* Matth, xxiv, 37—59, + Joel ii. 1.
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THE kingdom which God was to set up under the
Messiah, according to the prophets, was to bea
kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy. Unto us a
Chald is born—the government shall be upon his shoulder.—
Of the increase of his governmnent und peace there shall be no
end.—The wolf and the lamb skall feed together. He shall
speak peace o the heathen,* who Have long been the prey
of destroyers, and of one another. If we contemplate the
rinciples 6f the kingdom of Jesus Christ, they promise
air to produce the enjO{lment of all that which the pro-
phets predicted. But where is the effect? The annals of
the Christian world, as well as those of the Pagan, disco-
ver to us little more than the history of ambition, supersti-
tion, and bloodshed. * The career of this kingdom began
in piety towards God, and in love and peace to all man-
kind. But systems of error, superstition, and oppression,
soon interrupted its progress and perverted its principles,
Christianity has been converted intp a system of com-
merce, and those called the ministers of Christ, have been
a corporation of traders in the souls and liberties of man-
kind. ' :
Were I to attempt to define the character of Antickrist,
I should say, I: is all that whick opposes itself to the king-
" dom of Christ, whether it flow from the ecclesiastical or crvil
powers. Although the Papacy, more strictly speaking, is
especially zke Antichrist, yet, the civil constitutions of na-
tions, as well as the ecclesiastical, so far as they accard
with, or have a tendency to promote, that pride and that
ambition which lead to oppression, persecution and war,
are Antichristian. Whatever in religion is destructive of
union among Christians, which leads to domination over
conscience, to hirider free inquiry after truth, or any wa
- oppresses and persecutes men for matters cognizable only
by God, is Antichristian. Wherever there is intolerance;
wherever we find conditions of communion among Chris-
tians imposed, which Christ hath not clearly enjoined ;
wherever creeds and modes of worship are enforced b
" human power, and men are made to forfeit any of their ci.

® Isa, ix. 6, 7. Ixv. 25. Zech. ix. 10,
B3
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vil rights, or are stigmatized on these accounts, there is tkat
spirit whieh is not of God. Wherever one Christian, or
sect of Christians, assumes the seat of authority and judg-
ment in the church of Christ, whether they call for fire to
destroy those who dissent from them, or only exclude
them from their communion and affection, there is a por-
tion of that spirit of Antichrist which has so long opposed
itself to the benign principles of the kingdom of the Prince
of Peace, has been the cause of 50 many evils to humanity,
and the occasion of making the inconsiderate esteem the
amiable religion of Jesus, as a source of misehief instead
of benevolence! Alas, how much of this spirit remains
amongst us all! How few have learned that® in Jesus
Christ circumcision 18 nothing, and uncircumcision s no-
thing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.

But we are assured from the scriptures, that all these
usurpations and Antichristian principles will have an end ;
and that the gospel will produce the various happy effects
which are predicted. The. religion of Christians will then
no longer consist in + meat and drink, but in righteousness,
peace, and joy ; the practice of justice, the cultivation of
harmony, and the diffusion of happiness

The question is, When may we hope to see these pre-
dictions accomplished ¢ Long have a pious few had their
eyes fixed on the promises of God with ardent expecta-
tion, and been .crying, How long, O Lord, ere thou wilt
avenge the blood of thy saints and create Jerusulem a quiet
dwelling-place, and Zion the joy of all the earth? Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly !—-—Behold I:come at an hour
when ye think not ! blessed 1s he that watcheth.

Some suppose, that all our inquiries about the time of
the accomplishment of the predictions relative to the
downfal eof Antichristian usurpations and corruptions,
.which is to prepare the way for the peaceful kingdom of
the Redeemer, are in vain. If so, wherefore is it said,
Blessed is he that readeth; and they that heur the words of
this prophecy ? Rev. i. 3. Here s wisdom, let him tfat
hath understanding count the number of the beast, xiii. 18.

Though the meaning of the prophecies is' necessarily

‘wrapt up in modes of expression not easily to be under-
stood, as they would otherwise operate against their own
accomplishment; yet they may not be absolutely inscrut-

> able; and especially when their accomplishment ap-

®_1 Cor, vii. 19. + Rom. xiv, 17.
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roaches nearer, and increasing light is cast upon them
y the arising of circumstances connected with them,
This seems to be intimated by the angel, Dan. xii. 4, g,
10. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the
book, even to the time of the end : many shall run to-and
J70, and knowledge shall be increased.—The words are closed
up and sealed till the time of the end.—None of the wicked
shall understand, but the wise shail understand. The
meaning of these words, according to the learned Dr,
Lowth, is, ¢¢ The nearer the time approaches for the final
accomplishment of the prophecy, the more light shall
men have for the understanding it ; for the gradual com-
- pletion of this and other prophecies shall direct observing
readers to form a judgment concerning those particulars
which are yet to be fulfilled. From hence we may ob-
" serve the reason of the obscurity of several prophecies in
scripture ; and it may be observed, that generally those
prophecies are most obscure, the time of whose comple-

- tion is furthest off. For the same reason, in interpretin
the prophecies relating to the latter times of the world, the
judgment of the latter writers is to be preferred before
that of the ancients, because the moderns living nearer the
times when the events were to be fulfilled, had surer
marks to guide them in their expositions.”? Lowth’s Ex-
pos. Dan. xii. 4.—9. he paraphrases thus: ¢ Be cdn-
tent with what has been made known to thee: (Daniel)
* for the fuller explication of this prophesy is deferred till
the time of its accomplishment draws near.” The opinion
then of this learned commentator was, that God would so

. dispose things that observing men should, from the signs

of the times, be led to understand the true meaning of
those prophecies, relating to the latter times of the world,
which had not been before understeod, so as hence to fore-
see the approaching downfal'of Antichrist, and those other
great events connected with it; and by which means the
divine word will be much aceredited , men be cured of
their infidelity, and God hereby be honouved.

My mind has of late been much affected with the appear-
ances of things in the Christian world, and with the ocqur-
rences which have, within these few years, burst upon us.—
Occurrences which areunparalleledin the history of nations.

In America a revolution has taken place, whichissingular

in its consequences, and especially as they concern the state

of religion. We have lonngeen told, that if the Christian
. 4 ) '
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religion were left unprotected by establishments, and un-
supported by emoluments, it would soon he borne down, and
its solemnities forsaken and despised. The experiment
has bere been made, and fact demonstrates the fallacy of
such conclusions. The people are eased of a heavy bur-
den, and pure and undefiled religion fleurishes more than
ever. Hirelings have withdrawn, but piety and virtue,
charity and union increase. But a few years after this
d event, one of the first nations of Europe, long en- -
slaved, and blinded by superstition, at once broke its
‘chains, and tore away the bandages with which Popish
Eriests bad bound the eyes of the multitude. Civil liberty
ad long been forgotten, and, for more than a bundred
years, no liberty of conscience was permitted to the in-
sulted people : And as a nation they had for ages been
made, by their tyrants, the scourge of all their neighbours,
This people bave, to the astonishment of the whole civilized
world, risen up as in one day, and, in opposition to the
combined power of their king, their priests and nobles,
bave dared to say, We will be free—1Ve will have just.and
equal laws— No man shall punish, and no man shall be pu-
nished but as the law commands—The poor as well as the
rich shall be protected—Conscience is the property of God,
and cvery man shall worship his maker as he pleases—We
will never make war, but in self-defence, and will embrace all
men as our brethren. And this was not the resolution of a
few, it was the solemn covenant of twenty-six millions of
ople. What a ihenomenon in the history of man!’
hat an epoch in the history of the charch! * But Ger-
man despots and their creatures, whose existence depends
on the ignorance aud servility of mankind, fearing the in-
fluence of such an example, have been exerting all their
power to crush this rising spirit of liberty, and to support
the falling Papacy. - By whose hand was it that they and
their remnant were driven back with loss and shame? His,
who maketh the wrath of man to praise him.—Alas! the
~ calamities which opposition to'the most benevolent senti-
ments has occasioned ! The passions of men bave been en-
raged, and in the paroxism of resentment, fear, and de-

* Happy would it have been if the French people had acted up to
their first professions! But though their deviations and crimes have ex-
cited, not only disapprobation but horror, yet all wise men will distin-

ish between the guilt of the instruments, and the righl/cousness of that
govidence by which the nations are punished for their sins, even whilst
the purpuses of mercy are accomplishing. Sixth Edition.
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spair, the best of causes, the cause of liberty, has been stain-
cd by the commission of crimes which afflict a great majo-
rity of their own nation, and all the genuine friends of li-
berty and justice throughout the world. . None can con-
template them but with the keenest anguish, except those
who are watching for occasions to slander all who resist op-
pressors. The circumstances of this wonderful revolution,
mark itasan event of vast importance, and as probably big
with consequences beyond all conjecture.

The prophecies respecting the downfa] of the Antichrist-
jan usurpations, must have their accomplishment in some
%ra; it may be the present. It is therefore surely. worth
our while to inquire how far the predictions of God’s.word
will agree with the rise and progress of known events.

Thus it has appeared to me, and the more I examine .
and think upon the subject, the more Iam convinced, that °
the Jast days spoken of by God’s servants the prophets,
are fast approaching ; when Babylon the Great shall come
in remembrance, and God will avenge the blood of his saints,
and the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of
. the Lord, and of his Christ; by not only professsing the
religion of Jesus, but by acting under its influence, and
copying after his example, who was meek and lowly in
heart, and who came, ¢ not to destroy men’s lives, but to
save them.” And this kingdom shall not be 4 kingdom of
anarchy, but a’'state ot things, in which the governorsand
the governed, and all the different ranks in society, will
unite to promote the general good. It is not impossible
that the present shaking of nations should bring about this
desirable event. Some however object, that the progress
of the French fevolution has been marked with too much
outrage and blood ; and that the persons engaged in it are
of a character too bad to admit it to be from God,~—a
work which he approves, and which he intends as the in-
troduction to those happy days of which the prophets
have spoken. # :

It would not be a very difficult task to prove that those
German princes and domestic foes to liberty, who have
opposed the emancipation of France from the yoke of
royal and priestly tyrants, have been the-occasion of al-
most all the horrors which have been committed, and at
their hands will much of the blood be required, which has
been, or may hereafter be, shed, in this mighty and inter-
esting struggle, between men roused up by the severity of
- their sufferings, to claim the rights they had long been
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robbed of, and those continental tyrants who, for ages, have
been the scourges of the human race. But granting that the
leaders in the French revolution have been as atrociously
wicked as represented, this does not, in the slightest de-
gree, affect our hypothesis,

Though many of the instruments which Providence
_employs may be unworthy characters, and though the ex-
traneous evil connected with the revolution in France may
afflict our hearts, and provoke not only our censure, but
our indignation, still the great principles of it may de-
mand our homage, and the end to be hoped for, the tri-
umphs of truth and justice over superstition, persecution,
and oppression, may excite our joy. Cyrus waded through
the blood of kings and armies to plunder the earth, and
subject nations to his will ; (he spared not children, Isa.
xiil. 18.); but we have been taught to venerate his me-
mory, as the servant of God. And why? Not because all
his exploits, as his, were righteous, but because we have
seen the issue, and been intormed, that he was made an
instrument in the hand of God, to execute his righteous
judgments; that it was He who gave nations before him,
and made him rule over kings, that Babylon might sit in
the dust, and captive Israel go free. What was Henry
the Eighth, who began our reformation? A monster!
What were his motives? The gratification of his lusts.
What were the means which he employed ?—How blind
1s man! We only know, that in God dwell the attributes
of wisdom, justice, and goodness, but we are incapable
of tracing the sphere of their operations. He saw fit to
malie use of the Jewish rulers, and to direct the worst of hu-
man passions, for the purpose of effecting our redemption,
by the death of Jesus Christ. Are established systems of
superstition and tyranny to be overthrown by a few smooth
words of benevolence and wisdom ? Happy if they could!
Are the dragon, and the beasts which have so depopulated
the earth for ages, to perish without convulsion? Read,
——* They have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and
thou hast given them blood to drink, for they are worthy.
When this period shall arrive there will be much work to
do, for the execution of which the meek of the earth are
by no means qualified. To censure disorder, to shudder
at bloodshed, and to practise mercy is our duty; for nei-
ther God’s secret counsels, nor his providential judgments,

* Rev, xvi. 6. ot
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are to be the rule of our conduct. We know who hath
said, Love your enemies, and do good to them that hate you.
This is our rule. ‘ ‘
Sir Isaac Newton had a very sagacious conjecture, which
he told to Dr. Clark, from whomm Mr. Whiston says he
received it, viz. ¢¢ That the overbearing tyranny and
power of the Antichristian party, which bath so long cor-
rupted Christianity, and enslaved the Christian world, must
be put a stop to and broken in pieges by the prevalence of in-
Jidelity, for some time, before primitive Christianity could be
- restored ; which seeins to be the very means now working
in Eurepe for the same good and great end of Providence.”
¢ Possibly,” says the relater, ¢¢ he might think that our
Saviour’s words (Luke xviii. 8.) imply it. When the Son
of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth 2 Or, possi.
bly he might think no other way so likely to do it inhu.
man affiirs, It being, T acknowledge, too sadly evident,
that there is not at present religion enough in Christen-
dom, to put a stop to such Antichristian tyranny and per-
. secution upon any genuine principles of Christianity.”
Whistows Essay on the Revelation of St. John. Second
Edit. Page 321. Printed in the year 1744.
This was a very sagacious conljecture indeed ; and itisnot
Junlikely that it may soon be realized. There are reasons for
fearing thatere long infidelity willas generally prevail as the
name of Christianity has done. Itisin vain to flatter. It is too
evident, that though the Christianity of individuals, amon
all ranks and sects, has been genuine, yet that of nations
has been obly in name. By their fruits shall ye know them.
The generality of governments have been oppressive; a
ﬁreat majority of the ministers of religion have not only
een men of the world, who have sought after nothing but
gain, but they have been cruel lords over God’s heritage,
gersecu‘ting instead of feeding the flock ; teaching men to
ate, oppress, and murder one another, for opinions, in-
stead of inculcating those lessons of love taught by Jesus
Christ. Among the rich and great, even the forms of re-
ligion are scarcely to be found. The spoil of the poor is
is their houses, and because they are fulFthey forget God,
and are waxed wanton. If we descend, pride, covetous-
ness, deceit, oppression, riot, impurity, irreligion, im-
piety, perjury, and baseness, present themselves, without
secret search, at every step. And yet these are all Chris-
tians!| But he who was taught the religion of Christ, not.
by man, but by the revclation of Jesus Christ, has said,
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Faith without works is dead. Alas! they have walkedin a
vain shew. . But it is probable that this disguise, before
the consummation of all things, will be stripped off, and
the nations be made to appear in their true character, and
thus may be fulfilled, in a sense that has not been suspect-
ed, that prediction of the prophet Isaiah (cha{). xxv. 1),
He willdg:trqy the face of the covering (the mask) cast over
all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations—>My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, sarth the Lorp.

he French revolution then may be of God, and design-
ed to issue in good, although conducted by infidels, and
disgraced by outrages which nothing can justify.

~
g
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES..

FIRST INQUIRY."

IN endeavouring to make goed this h}:ipothesis, that the
signs of the times indicate the speedy downfal of all
that spiritual and civil tyranny, which for so many ages
has prevailed, in opposition to the printiples of the king-
dom of Christ, the Prince of Peace, there are three inqui-
ries which elaim our attention. ' : o

The first respects the dragon and the deasts, which John
saw in his visions. Rev. xi.7. xii. and xiii.

The second respects the witnesses, Rev. xi. and the
third inquiry is, Whether all the numbers of Daniel and
John, which refer to the latter days, will agree with the
present times? Let us, with that reverence and devout
candour which become us when we apply to the word of

. God for instruction, attend to these several inquiries,

. The grand.scene of the prophetit visions of John opens
in the fourth chapter of the Revelation, and is continued
to the end of the boock. The whole may be considered as
a number of scenic pictures. Chapter the. eleventh is a
miniature picture of the history of the church (the western
church especially) from the earliest times to the downfal

- of all Antichristian usurpations. The following visions are

the same picture variegated, for oux.instruction, on a -
larger scale. , ,

As there are some, into whose hapds these pages may
fall, who have not been used to attend to subjects like
these which we are going to discuss, it may be proper,
briefly to consider the origin of that sort of language, and
of those hieroglyphic, or, more properly, .symbo%ica repre-
sentations, which we meet with in the prophets. o

The first mode of writing appears to have been by

. pictures of things, and it must have been a long time be-

fore mankind arrived at any degree of perfection in the
science of letters, as we now have it. To express ideas
by a combination of letters, syllables, words, and sen-
tences, is a_more wonderful invention than most people
imagine. The most natural way of communicating our
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conceptions by marks and figures, is by tracing out the
images of things; and this is actually verified in the case
of the Mexicans, whose only method of writing their laws
and history, when the Spaniards first visited them, was
by this picture-writing. 'The hieroglyphics and symbols
of the Egyptians and Hebrews, were an improvement on
this rude and inconvenient essay toward writing. It would
be improper to enter far into this subject here, 1 shall
therefore say no more than just what may be thought ne-
cessary to shew that the figurative style, and the symbo-
lical representations, which we meet with in the scrip-
tures, are not so out of the way as some may be apt to
imagine ; nor the workmanship, as Dr. Warburton * ex-
presses it, of the prophets heated and wild imagination,
as our modern libertines would persuade us, but the sober,
established language of théir times.

In the symbols and hieroglyphics of the ancients, a lion

stood for strength and eourage ; a bullock was a represen-
tation of agriculture ; a horse of liberty ; a sphinz of sub-
ulty ; a pelican of paternal gffection; a rwer-horse of im-
pudence ; horns of strength and pre-eminence ; among the
Phenicians a horn was the ensign of reyalty ; and hence
they came to be used by the prophets to denote sovereign-
gy and dominion, states, and kingdoms. The sun, moon,
and stars also, were the symbols of states and kingdoms,
kings, queens, and nobility ; their eclipse stood for the:
temporary disasters which afflicted’ them, and their ‘ex-
* tinction, for their entire overthrow. If this be considered,
we need ‘not wonder at what we meet with in the holy
scriptures, and especially in the prophecies. The pro-
})hets speak in the language of the times in which they
ived, and represent things under symbols then well un-
derstood ; and though this mode of representing things is
pot so usual among us, yet we have something of it too.
Modern heraldry is a sort of hieroglyphics, and we here
meet with productions as fictitious and monstrous as a
lion with the wings of an eagle, or as a beast with seven
heads and ten horns. :

In the prophetic writings, fierce and savage beasts are
the hieroglyphic emblems of tyrannic monarchies and
states, and the peculiarities of thesg monarchies and states
are representedp by suitable creatures, and by such appen-
dages, as are proper to identify them, and describe their

® See Warburton’s Divine Legation, Book iv. sect. 4. passim.
) .
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characters. Thus in Dan. vii. 4. the kingdom of Babylon
is represented under the image of a lion with eagle’s wings,
\to type out, not only its power, but the rapidity of its
conquests, and the height of splendour to which it was
raised. The kingdom of the Medes and Persians, (ver. 5.)
is represented by a bear with three ribs in its mouth, to
which it was said, Arise, devour much flesh. This was to
shew the cruelty of these people, and their greediness
after blood and plunder. Their character was that of the
all-devouring bear, which has no pity, The ribs in the
mouth of it represent those nations which they especially
made a prey of—The kingdom of the Macedonians, or .
Grecians, is characterized (ver. 6.) by a leopard, with_ four
heads, and four wings of « fowl. The leopard is remark-
able for its swiftness; hence, and especially with the wings
on its back, it was a fit emblem of the conquests of the
Macedonians under the command of Alexander, who con-
quered part of Europe and all 4sia in six years. As the
lion had fwo wings to represent the rapidity of the Bab{-
lonian conquests, so this leopard has_four, to. signify the
swifter progress of the Macedonians. = The four heads also

- are significant. They are intended to represent the same
circumstance as the four horns of the he-.goat in the
eighth chapter. Fifteen years after the death of Alexander,
his brother and two sons being murdered, his kingdom
was broken, or divided, by €uassander, Lysimachus, Pto-
lemy, and Seleucus, into four lesser kingdoms, which they
seized for themse]ves.

It may not be amiss in this place, to take notice, that
whereas, in this vision in the seventh chapter, the Medo-
Persian empire is represented under the emblem of a bear,
and that of the Macedonians under that of a leopard, in
that of chapter the eighth, the former is typed out'by a
ram (ver. 3.) with two horns, one higher than the other;
and the higher came wp last ; and the latter by a he-goat,
&c. These were most apt representations of these em-
pires. For a ram was the royal ensign of Persia, as the
eagle was of the Romans, and as the lion.is of England;
and the figures of rams’ heads with horns, the one higher
than the other, are still to be seen among the remains of
the ruins of Persepolis, as Sir John Chardin takes notice
in his travels. That which came up last was highest, to

. denote that the Persign kingdom, though it was of a later
date, should gvertop the Medes, and make a greater figure
_ in the world than the other; as it did from the time of
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Cyrus, under whom the two kingdoms were united in one.
——A he-goat was also very properly made the type of
the Macedonian. or Grecian empire, for this was the em--
blem, or, as we now-a-days express it, the arms of Mace-
don, and they were called the goat's people; for Caranus,
their first king, going with a multitude of Greeks, to seek
a new habitation, was, as ii is said, commanded by the
oracle, to take the goats for his guide; and afterwards
seeing a flock of goats flying from a violent storm, he fol-
Jowed them to £dessa, and there fixed #he seat of his
empire, made the goat his ensign, and <alled the city
Zgce, ot the goat’s town. But to return.

m fourth kingdom is represented (ver. 7.) by a fourtk
beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly ; and 1t
had great 1ron teeth, it devoured and brake in pieces, and
stamped the residue with the feet of it. And it was divers
Jrom all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.
This dreadful representation made a great impression on
Daniel’s mind, and he therefore inquires particularlywhat
- this might mean. Ver. 19. Then I would know the truth
of the fourth beast, which was dwers from all the others,
exceeding dreadful. The angel informed him (ver. 23.)
that the fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom wupon
earth, which shall be divers from oll kingdoms, and shall
devour the whole earth, and shall treadl 1t down, and break
st tn pieces.

That which appeared in the imagination of Nebuchad-
nezzat, as the legs and feet of a great image, whose bright-
ness was excellent (Dan. ii. 31.—45.) and the form ter-
rible, is here represented to Daniel as a fierce and raven-
ous beast. This is the Roman empire, which succeeded
" the Macedonian. ¢¢ This beast,” says Bishop Newton,
¢ was so great and horrible, that it was not easy to find
an adequate name for it; and the Roman empire was
dreadt?lﬂ and terrible, and strong exceedingly, beyond any
of the former kingdoms. It was divers from all kingdoms,
not only in its républican form of government, but like-
wise in strength and power, and greatness, length of du-
ration, and extent of dominion, I devoured and brake in
pleces, and stamped -the residue with the feet of it. It re-
duced Macedon into 2 Roman province about 168 years;
the kingdom of Pergamus about 133 years; Syria about
65 years, and Egypt about 30 years, before Christ. And
besides the remains of the Macedontan empire, it subdued .
many other provinces and kingdoms; so that it might,
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by a very usual figure,-be said to devour the whole earth,
and to tread it down, and break it in pieces, and became
in a manner, what the Roman writers delighted to call it,
terrarum orbis imperium, ¢ The empire of the whole
world.” Ver. 7. And it had ten horns. . And according
to the interpretation of the angel, (ver. 24.) the ten horns
out-of this kingdom are ten kings, or kingdoms, that shall
arise. Four kings a little before (ver. 17.) signify. four
Aingdoms, and'so here ten kings are ten kingdoms, accord-
ing to the usual phraseology of scripture. ¢ We must
look,” says this learned author, ¢ for these ten kingdoms,
among tﬂe broken pieces of the Roman empire. This

empire, as the Romanists themselves allow, was, by means ,

of the incursions of the northern nations, dismembered
into ten kingdoms ; and Machiavel, a Papist, little think-
ing what he was doing, (as Bishop Chandler observes) has
iven us their names. 1. The Ostrogoths, in Mesia. 2,
he Visigoths, in Panonta. 3. The Sueves and Alans, in
Gascoigne and Spain. 4. The Vandals,in Africa. 5. The
. Franks, in Francé. 6. The Burgundians, in Burgundy.
"~ 1. The Heruli and Turingt, in Italy. 8. The Sarons
and Angles, in Britain. 9. The Huns, in Hungary.
10. The Lombards, first upon the Danube, afterwards in
Jialy.” : ‘ S
}‘gede, Lowman, Sir 1. Newton, Whiston, and others,
have enumerated these ten kingdoms, with some little va-
riation, but all agree in'the main. Bishop Lloyd makes
them all to arise between the years 356 and 527 A.C.
They have not always been .exactly this number, some-
times more, sometimes less; but as Sir 1. Newton observes,
(p. 3. upon the Prophecies,) *¢ This was the number into
which the western empire became divided at its first break-
ing, that is, at the time of Rome’s being besieged and

taken by the Goths. Some of these kingdoms at length

“fell,-and new ones arose; but whatever was their number
afterwards, they are still called the fen kingdoms, from
 their first number.” And we may observe, that they
* always were and still are about this number *,

But besides these ten horns or kingdoms, there was
another little horn to spring up among them, which was

* After all that has been said and written on this subject, it is possible
that this number ten may be put for an indefinite number, viz. many, as
in some other places of Scripture. See Gen, xxxi. 7. Amos vi. 9,
Zech. viii, 23. .

- C
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to be much distinguished by its abominations, ver. 8,
I considered the horns, and behold there came up among
them another little horn, before whom there were three of
the first horns plucked ug b_i/) the roots. As Daniel was de-
sirous of being informed about the ten horns, so of this; -
and the angel acquaints him (ver. 24.) that this shall ris¢
up a{;e:' the others, or behind them, as Mede renders it,
' unobserved till he overtops them, and ke shall be divers
Jrom the first, and he shall subdue three kings, or king-
doms ; and he shall” speak great words against the Most
High, and shall wear oul the saints of the Most High, and
think to change times and laws; and they shall be gien
into his hands until a time, and times, and the dividing of
time, But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away
his dominion, to consume 11, and destroy it unio the end.
$¢ Thig is to be sought for,” says Bishop Newton, ¢ among
the ten kingdoms of the western empire, I say the western
empire (Europe) because that was properly the body of
the fourth beast. Greece, and the countries which lay
eastward of Ifaly, belonged to the third beast; for the
former beasts were still subsisting, though their dominion
was Yaken away.” (ver. 12.) '1"%1is is no other than the
Popedom, the Papal hierarchy, er Antichrist, who hath
raised himself to great power by seizing three principali-
ties, or kingdoms, which Sir Isaac Newton reckons up to
‘be the exarchate of Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lom-
bards, and the senate and dukedom of Rome. Qthers con.
sider them as the kingdoms of the Heruli, the Ostrogoths,
and the Lombards. It is hence that the Pope wears a
triple crown. :
What is here represented under the emblem of a korn
of the fourth beast is, as far-as it goes, the same tyranny
which is shewn to John (Rev: xiii. 1.—10.) as a beast.
In this all our best commentators are agreed. Nor let it
seem strange that what is here prefigured by a horn of
the fourth beast, the Roman dominion, shou{d be repre-
sented in another vision, as a beast with seven heads and
ten horns. For nothing is more usual than to describe
the same person or thing under different images, upon
different occasions ; and besides, in this vision, the spiri-
tual tyranny of the Roman Empire is not meant to be de-
scribed at large. Here notice is only given of it in the
general representation of the Roman dominion ; when the
time of the appearance of this tyranny draws near, then a:
more ¢nlarged description is given. And what is here re-
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presented under one image is there represented under fwo,
a dragon and beast, each having seven heads and ten
horns*, The slightest attention is sufficient to convince
us that the horn here and the first beast in Rev. xiii. are
essentially the same tyranny; if we compare the two de-

scriptions, their language, their enormities, their duration,
and end are the same,

. The saints are said to be given into the hand .of the -
horn for a time, times, and dividing of times, and it is
given to the beast to continue forty and two months, and
“1n Rev. xi. 3. it is said to be 1260 days. The same
period of tiice is meant, for a fime is a year, fimes two
years, and the dividing of times, half a’year, that is, three
years and a half (or forty-two months of thirty days)
which are the same as the 1260 days; for the ordinary
-Jewish year consisted of 360 days, which, multiplied by
three and a balf, amount to that number. And in the —.
g}'ophetic style, a day is reckoned for a year, Compare
umb. xiv. 34. Ezek. iv. 6. Dan, iv. 16. xii.”7. Rev. xi.
2, 8. xii. 14. xiii. 5. This continuance signifies, that he
is to practise and prosper thus long, for wameu refers to
the time of his presailing, not of his existing. He will
exist a little longer, for he will be some time a slaying
after he is attacked +.

* Though Daniel’s fourth beast has ten horns, as the mousters of the -

Apocalypse have, yet it deserves to be remarked, that it does not appear

to have had more than one head. What this difference may sigmfy I
. «shall not pretend to say; but how, then, is it so certain, as some would

persunde us, that this and the ten-horned beast of John are symbols of
eractly the same thing, viz. the temporal Ruman empire?

+ Mz, Faber, in his late Dissertation on the Prophecies, chap. iv. ex-
Plains the little horn of Daniel’s fourth beast, as signifying the papacy,
not.the temporal kingdom of the pope, but that spiritual kingdom of the
bishop of Rome which has grown 1nto a Catholic empire: and the three
horns which were to be plucked up before the little horn, he considers as
signifying the kingdom of the Heruli, the kingdom' of the Ostrogoths,
and the kingdom of the Lombards.” = _ \

In chap. x. sect. 3. he gives us his ideas of the first beast of St, John,
and contends it is the very same with Daniel’s fourth beust, of which
the little horn was only a member; that is, it 15 the temporal Roman
empire. It ceased to be a beast under Constantine the great, and be-_
came the protector of the church: and it again relapsed mto its bestial
state when it set up the tyrannical supremacy of the pope, A. D. 606.
That I should, after Bishop Newton, consider the little horn of Daniel’s
Jourth beust and ‘the ten-horned beast of John as the sae, appears to
Mr. Faber very strange. In my Supplement to the Signs of the Times
{ have replied to this and several other ohjections of this respectable

2-
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Thus, as preE:ratory to the consideration of the follow-
ing subjects, 1 have endeavoured, in as brief a way as pos-
sible, to shew the origin of hieroglyphic or symbolical

representations, and the aptness and propriety of such as -

we have in the writings of the prophets. 'We will now
enter upon our inquiries.

author, and both my concessions and defences in that work, as far as
may be thought necessary, will be found in the notes whish I add to
this edition.

Allowing that the beast of Daniel is, as Mr. Faber says, manifestly

precisely the same with that of John, it must certainly follow that I ain
altogether mistaken, but this 1 cannot allow. It appears to me that
both Mr. Faber and myself are partly right and partly wrong in our ex-
planation of this matter. He 18 ri Kt, think, in his ideas of Daniel’s
Jourth beast as the symbol of the Roman temporal empire, and in his
notion of the little horn of this beast as signifying the spiritual’ empire
of the bishop of Rome, or the papacy; but in making the first beast of
John altogc?her secular, and in maintaining that the little korn bath na
relation to it, but is to be referred to the second beast of John, 1 think
him wrong. As to my own explanation, in the place referred to, I ac~
knowledge it to have been imperfect, and long since made some little
correction. To say that the beast of John is the popedom, or the spiri~
tual tyranny of the Roman empire, is not saying enough, It appears to
me to be a perfectly new symbol, and in its hature mixed; that is, it
represents the united tyranny of church and state; or, in other words,
it 1s with its horns, on the papal bead, a symbol of the politico-ecclesias-
tical kingdoms of the beast’s empire, or of the states and governments
of Europe as papal; or as yielding their power for the support of the
corruptions, usurpations, and persecutions of the church of Rome; and
though the little horn of Daniel’s fourth beast, and the first beast of John
are the same, yet not precisely so; for this, is not only what zhe little
horn was désighed to represent, but wore. It is that horn supported by
the superstition and power of the ten kihgs, or kingdoms.

That this symbol in the Apocalypse comprehends all that was signi-
fied by the little horn, I conclude from comparing what is said of each,
In this horn were eyes like Lhe eyes of u man, and a mouth speaking great
things; his look was more stout than his fellows.  He made war with the
saints and overcume them. He shall speak great words against the BMost
"High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to
change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until
time, gnd times, and the dividing of time—that is, for 1260 years— Bui
the judgment shull sit, and they shall take away his dominion, &c. Of
the beast in John it is said, And they worshipped the beast, suying, Who
is able to muke war with him ¥ And there was given unto him & mouth
speaking great things, and blusphemies, and power was, given unto him te
continue forty and two months, that is, 1260 years. And he opened his
wmouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle,

.and them that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make war

with the saints, and to overcome them : and power was given him over all
kindreds, and tongues and nations.— He that leadeth into captivity, shall
&0 into-captivity : he that killeth with, the sword, must be killed with the
sword. Thus we see the character, deeds, time of continuance, and the
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Let us first consider the visions in the fwelfth and thir-
teenth chapters, and especially the vision of the second
beast, chap. xiii. 1},—18. for if these be understood, we
shall have a key to unlock, not only the mysteries. of the
eleventh chapter, but of many others which follow. Chap.
xii. 3. And there appeared another wonder in heaven, and
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns,
and seven crowns upon his heads. And. his tail drew the

,third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the
~ earth, 8c. Most of the authors whom I have consulted,
though they allow this chapter to contain a representation

of the ‘)ersecutions of Pagan Rome, yet have strangely
a

spiritualized this dragon, so that whilst we are cautioned
of oyr danger from-invisible spirits, the true object is for-
gotten, and we beat the air.

There can be no doubt, but the devil is a principal
agent in all tyrannies, ecclesiastical and civil; but what is
here represented by the most terrific imagery, appears to
be no ether than the cruel tyranny of the Roman Empire,
or Emperors, Pagan and Christian, whether in Italy'or
Germany, which has, with unrelenting cruelty, never
ceased to' persecute the conscientious disciples of Jesus
Christ. hilst pagan, it was the great red dragon with
seven heads and ten horns, but when it assumed the name
of Christian, and got into the Christian church, and be-
came there a tempter, corrupter and persecutor, it ob-
tained the agnomen of that old serpent, called the devil and

satan, which deceiveth the whole world. This dragon, we

shall find, gave to the beast his power-and his seat, and

‘great authority; but he still continued, and although
wounded, remains to this day, nor has he ever ceased to
practise destruction. All the world have worshipped /Zim
that gave power unto the beast. -

Chapter the thirtcenth, verse the first. I stood upon the
sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, hav-

exemplary vengeance which is to overtake these two monsters, are so

« exactly similar that nothing is wanting, in this respect, to induce s to
suppose that the same tyranny (essentially) may be intended, though
represented by twe different symbols.

Thus it appears to me; but, as even a little inaccuracy on this sub-
ject would not essentially affect our main design in the following pages,
and as entering deeply into controversy on this, and similar subjects,
would require more tune than I have, at present, to spare, and vot tend
much, perbaps, to edification, I shali-make no more experiments on the
reader’s patience than I can help.C 6th Edition. _ ’

3 .
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g seven heads and tem horns, and upon kis horms ten
crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphewmy. And
the beast which I saw was ltke unto a loopard, and his feet
were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a
lion ; and the dragon gave Atm his power, and his seat, and
great authority. Having said so much concerning the
Joursh beast, and the litile horn, in the vision of Daniel ;
and seeing that most Protestants are pretty well agreed
that, by this beast, the Papal gower, as exercised by the
Bishop of Rome, supported by his clergy, and by these
princes who have acknowledged his junasdiction, is in-
tended, the less need be said ia explaining these verses.
Its rising out of the see.has been supposed to refer to those
. commotions of nations which very much favoured the
rising of the Papal tyranny’; it may be s0; but as we
may consider fAe sea here as in epposition to the earth,
out of which we shall, by and by, see the second beast rise,
and which I suppose to signify the prmfecture of the
Gauls, the earth of the Roman world, when only a part of
it is referred to, as in Rev, xvi. . hence we may suppose
this propbecy to be geographical. A bird’s-eye view of
the Roman empire, and of the peninsula of Italy in parti-
cular, wili help thereaderto enter into this idea. But more
of this hereafter®. Most interpreters explain the seven Acads
to be not anly the emblems of the seven hills on which
‘Rome was built (chap. xvii, 9. 10.) but also of the seven
forms of government to which Rome had been, ind was
to be, subject. Five were already fallen, when John saw
the vision, viz. those by kings, consuls, dictators, decemvirs,
and military tribunes with consular authority. The im-
perial then prevailed, and the papal was to follow. Dau-
bug, aud others, suppose them to siﬁnifﬁ seven capital
cities and their dominions, within the Roman empire.
But as inquiries of this nature are-of subordinate con-
sideration, and their determination not essential to our
" design, we shall not enter much into them. There is,
however, one mode of interpreting this number which
ought not to be passed by without notice. As the num-
ber ten applied to the horns of this beast may stand for an
uncertain or indefinite number, and mean merely many ;
80 this number seven may be put for several ; or it may be

* The reader mai remneinber, that, at the time of :h,;alrisi of this
beast, Rome had ceased ta be the seat of government where the ruliug
powers of e political heaven moved, 4
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used as the mystical number of perfection ot completion.
Isaiah says, iv. 4. Seven women shall lay hold of one man,
to ask him to merry them, i. e, severel/ women. Hannah
says, 1 Sam. ii. 5. the barren hath born seven, i. e. several .
or many; 'This number is used’ in the same sense, Lev.
xxvi. 24, Ps. xii. 6. 1xxix. 1. Prov. xxvi. 16. Eccl. xi. 2, It
is, also, especially to be remembered that this number is,
as it were, consecrated in the skcred books, and in the

_religion of the Jews, by a great number of events and
mysterious circumstances. The seventh day was conse-
crated as a day of rest for man, The seventh year as a
year of rest for the earth, and the seven times seventh year
as the year of jubilee. The number of seven days is ob-
served in divers cleansings and consecratiens, as well as
in the great solemnities of the passover, of the feast of
tabernacles, the dedication of the tabernacle and the tem«
ple. .The Jews had their seven branched candlesticks,
seven trumpets, and seven priests to sound them ; and, on
several occasions, the number of seven sacrifices; The
seven eyes which Zechariah saw (ch. ii. 9. iii, 10.) Were
the symbols of God’s omniscient and carefal providence.

And in this book of the Revelation, there are the scven
churches, seven spirits; sever stars, seven candlesticks, ‘
seven lamps, seven seals, seven trumpets, seven thunders,
seven angels, seven vials; seven plagues; &c. From all
this we may conclude that this number is particularly
consecrated to a mystical use; and its exact meani
here does not seem easy to determine. And though we
should consider eh. xvii. 10. as determining it to be defi~
nite, still, what is meant by /Aeads is doubtful. All that
can be said with certainty is, that a monster with seven
heads and ten korns is the undoubted symbgl of the Roman
embpire ; whatever these heads and horns may particularly

- signify. The horns, indeed, doubtless signity the king-
doms and states, crowned with sovereignr authority, which

give their power for the support of papal abominations, *

whether their number be exactly ten or not.—To this
beast the dragon gave his power and his seaf; and great
authority ; that is, it was by the assistance of the em-
perors,{y virtue of laws and grants isswing from them,

that the bishops of Rome and the clergy .arrived at their

great power. And, by the seat of the impetrial govern<

meht being removed from Rome, first by Constantine to

Byzantiunmr (Co;z.étantinop‘lg:,- ) and afterwards into Franee

4 . -

)

\

I



'

24 . SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

by Charlemagne, from whence it passed into Germany,
the Popes became possessed of Rome, the old sea of t.
imperial government.

er. 3.—10. And I saw one of his heads, as it were
wounded unto death, and his deadly wound was healed : and
all the world wondered after -the beast. ' And they worship-
ped the dragon which gave power unio the beast, saying,
Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war wilh
_him? And there was given unto him a mouth speaking
great things, and blasphemies ; and power was given unto
him to continue forty and two months. And he opened his,
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme s name,

and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And it

was grven unio kim lo maeke war with the satnts, and over-
come them, and power was given ham ever all kindreds, and
tongues, and nations. .And all that dwell on.the earth shall
worship him, whose names are ot written in the book of life
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. [f

any man have an ear let hom hear. He that leadeth into

captevsty, shall go into captivity ; he that killeth with the
sword sust be killed with the sword., Here ts the patience
and the faith of the saints.

The wound which was given to one of the heads of this
beast, some have interpreted to be that which the Papacy.
received at the Reformation in the sivteenth century ; but
this wounding appears to refer ndt to Papal Rome, but to
the wound whicg tmperial Rome received, when it was no
longer the'seat of government, but became subject to the

Lxarchate of Revenvnu. But though it was thus forsaken

by the imperial court, and lost its civil pre-eminence;, yet

it soon.becaine again the mistress of the world, by assum-.

ing a spiritual dominion, in licu of the temporal one it
had lost, and which alteration did not a little astonish
mankind ; but who, instead of resisting the arrogant
claims and profane pretensions of this new power, did not
only tamely obey those laws of the emperors, which set
the bishop of' Rome above all human jurisdiction, but
they entered most hedrtily into all the new superstitions
" and idolatries of this novel tyranny. Nor was this Papal
beast backward in exerting the power which he had ac-
quired -from the liberality of the imperial dragon, but
quickly enjoined all sorts of abominations, and enforced
acquiescence, on pain of death, with all his profane and
blasphemous pretensions. ‘Thus encouraged,-he went on
in his impious career, enjoining not only the wership of
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saints and angels, but of images and relics, teaching that
he was God’s vicegerent and Christ’s vicar on earth; and
that, as such, be bad power to grant indulgences, and to
" pardon sins ; and thus, by th